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One entry form MUST accompany seven (7) copies of your essay.
You may use this form or a photocopy of this form. Complete ALL blanks. Type or print legibly in ink.

First and Last Name (Mr./Ms.)

Home Address __

City/Zip

Home Phone (include area code)

Student’s Email Address (optional)

Student’s Grade , School

School Address

City/Zip

School Phone (include area code)

Teacher’s Full Name

Teacher’s Email Address (optional) i

School Principal’s Full Name ; S

Entry Title

Student’s Signature i " R

Parent’s Signature . . —

Teacher's Signature 2 2 —

1 give permission to have my photograph reprinted in newspapers and competition publicity materials:

Yes | No__|



theBarbara Jordan
Historical Essay Competition

Thé Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition has awarded over $75,000 in college scholarships
to Texas students. Students may use the scholarships at the college or university of their choice.

‘The focus of this historical essay project is to research and write about the rich and diverse
contributions of African Americans in Texas, a historically underrep d area of doc! ion
Conducted as a statewide competition, high school students research and write history about the
influence and contributions of African Americans in their own communities.

Essays are judged in ten geographical regions, resulting in 30 essays selected for the State competition.
‘The top three essay winners receive $2,500 for the first place essay; $1,500 for the second place essay;
and $1,000 for the third place essay.

A. THEME “African Americans In Texas: Past and Present”

B. TOPICS
You may select a topic on any aspect of history that reflects the influence and contributions that African
Americans have made to their local community or particular region of the state. It is important to
remember that a successful essay will not only include a description of the topic in a local or regional
setting, but should also contain analysis and interpretation of the topic. This means that as you write
your essay, you place your topic into its historical context (the setting in which the events took place)
and historical perspective (und ding a topic’s development over time and its influence in history).
« Why is my topic important to my local community?
« How did my topic develop over time andjor influence the history of my local community?
+ How did the events and environment of my topic’s time period influence my topic in history?

. PARTICIPATION
The competition is open to all Texas high school students, grades 9 through 12.

D. DEADLINE INFORMATION
+ All essays must be postmarked no later than Monday, February 1, 2010.
« Entries received with postmarks after February 1 will automatically be disqualified.
« All entries should be submitted to:
The Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition
The University of Texas at Austin
6207 Sheridan Avenue, Ste. 300
Austin, Texas 78723

E. AWARDS
All students who submit an essay in the competition receive a certificate of recognition
acknowledging their participation in the Barbara Jordan Historical Essay Competition.
Three essays from each of the ten designated regions throughout Texas are chosen as
regional winners and qualify for the state competition which takes place at The University
of Texas at Austin. Essays of regional representatives are archived in the Dolph Briscoe
Center for American History at The University of Texas at Austin. Regional winners are
invited to attend an awards ceremony and dinner hosted by the President of UT Austin.
At the dinner, winners are presented with medallions in the likeness of the late Honorable
Barbara Jordan. Following the awards c y, students attend the Heman Sweatt
Symposium on Civil Rights where the three scholarship winners are announced.
Scholarship awards are presented in the following amounts:

n

2ND PLACE (SILVER) $1,500 3RD PLACE (BRONZE) $1,000

18T PLACE (GOLD) $2,500

An essay is one of the traditional forms for
presenting historical research. You are responsible
for the research for your essay. You may receive
help and advice from teachers and parents on the
mechanical aspects of your essay (i.e., typing and
formatting) or guidance on topic and research.
Remember, your essay should be grammatically
correct and well written to be successful.

A. GENERAL RULES

1. Annual Theme Focus:
Your essay must clearly focus on the annual
theme, “African Americans in Texas: Past
and Present.”

. Individual Entry:
+ A paper must be the work of only one
student, and participants can only submit
one entry per year.

« A student who participated in the Barbara
Jordan Historical Essay Competition in a
previous year may participate in this year's
competition as long as the topic of the essay is
different from the one previously submitted.

Title Page:

A title page is required and must only include:
« Your name

« Your grade

« Your school

« The title of your essay
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Entry Form:

One éntry form, which can be found on the
last page of this document, must be completed
and submitted along with 7 copies of your
essay. Please send only one entry form with
the 7 copies of the essay.

Annotated Bibliography:

An annotated bibliography is required and
should contain all sources that provided usable
information in prepring your essay. Sources
of oral interviews must be included in your
bibliography. The annotation for each source
must explain how the source was used and how
it helped you understand your topic.

For example:

Kubiak, Daniel J. Monument to a Black Man.
San Antonio: Naylor Company, 1972.

Ly

William Goyens was a free-born Black man who came
to East Texas from North Carolina and helped contribute
to the Texas Revolutionary efforts. This book helped me
focus on Mr. Goyens' economic contributions to this
area of the state.






